
Mr. President,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure and honour to be with you at the opening ceremony of the 7th Biennial Conference of the Association of Parliamentary Librarians in Asia and the Pacific (APLAP). 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to convey to you the best wishes of the Speaker the of Turkish Grand National Assembly, his Excellency Mr. Ömer Izgi, for having a successful conference.  

As you know, APLAP aims at encouraging mutual understanding and cooperation between parliamentary libraries and research and information services in the Asia—Pacific region and enriching parliamentary services through cooperation among member libraries.  I hope that this conference will be a valuable opportunity for member libraries to exchange knowledge, to assess the latest developments concerning parliamentary libraries, to develop new ideas and to work out a vision as well as a plan for APLAP to attain its purposes.   

The main theme of this year’s conference is “The Role of Parliamentary Libraries in Enhancing Democracy in the Digital Age”. I believe that the subject of this Conference is chosen very timely. The Asia-Pasific countries have different socio-economic and political traditions, institutions and cultures which may found common ground in democratic forum. Given that enhancing democracy may be a common unifying goal for the all member countries, the role of parliamentary libraries in storing, processing and delivering of information in digital form is of vital importance for the consolidation and deepening of parliamentary democracy. The digitalization of parliamentary libraries, the main source of information of the parliamentarians, will directly affect the accuracy, speed and extent of information and in addition, will contribute to the participatory character of democracy.

I hope that your Conference will be a fruitful one, providing ample opportunity for sharing new ideas as well as developing mutual understanding and it becomes a source of inspiration open to the future.  

I wish success to the 7th APLAP Biennial Conference. 

Thank you.
