Speech by Ali Riza Cihan, Director of the Library and Documentation Center of TGNA 

Mr. President,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am very pleased to be with you this morning for the opening of the 7th Biennial Conference of the Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia and the Pacific (APLAP). I welcome all participants. 
Let me begin with some information about our library. Although the beginning of the parliamentary democracy in Turkey goes back to 1876, the Turkish Grand National Assembly was founded on 23 April 1920, and five months later on 28th September 1920, the library was officially opened. After the parliament moved to its present building in December 1960, our library has served in its original place ever since. Carrying out the duty of providing information support to the supervision of the executive by the parliament and to the fulfillment of its legislative activities, the services of the library may be categorised under three headings: 1. Library services, 2. Research services; 3. Documentation services. The use of digital technology in the production, storage and delivery of information we produce has been one of our main goals. In order to remain up to date, recent developments in digital technology have been closely followed up. Thus, our parliament has its own web site since November 1996.  After this date we have been giving special importance to digitalise our services including the delivery of content management of book catalogue and such databases as regarding Turkish governments, Prime Ministers, Speakers and Political Parties.

Coming back to the conference, the theme of this year is particularly important to us, the parliamentary librarians. We are librarians, the engineers of information of the age of information in a world of global dimensions. It would be possible to diversify the services we produce and to increase the quality of the content by making use of new digital technologies. The securing of reliable, transparent, and quick flow of information for MPs by the parliamentary libraries, without no doubt, would greatly contribute to the enhancement and strengthening of democracy in our countries. 
We, the staff of the Library and Documentation Center of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, have done our best to organize a productive and successful conference. I hope we have managed it. The only thing that makes us concerned is that due to financial difficulties and long distance between Turkey and other member states, only 12 out of 30 member states could participate the Conference.
I am confident that the discussions and exchange of views among the participants who have come together in our country for this conference will shed much light on the future of parliamentary libraries. I hope that by the end of conference all the participants will have gained a deeper understanding and cooperative relations with each other.
I wish success to the conference and welcome you once again.

Thank you.

