PARLlAMENTARY LlBRARY -PARLlAMENT OF SAMOA

Introduction

Talova Iava! I extend to you all the greetings of the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Samoa. I am Seletuta Taunuu, Assistant Parliamentary Librarian for, the Parliament of Samoa. I am privileged to be here at this important conference and I hope that you will gain some insight into our Library operations. I assure you that any recommendation for improvements will be welcomed.

Brief Background

Samoa has a population of approximately 173,000 according to the 2001/2002 Census and is represented in Parliament by 49 Members. We have a unicameral Parliament elected under First Past the Post system. Currently, the Government holds 30 seats, the main Opposition party holds 12 and there are 7 Independents.

The Government of Samoa is a democratic one founded on Christian principles and Samoan custom and tradition. The Supreme Law of the nation is the Constitution of the Independent State of Samoa and the Legislative Assembly of Samoa is constituted under Articles 42 and 44 of that Constitution.

Department of the Legislative Assembly

The Speaker of Parliament appoints the officers that work in the Department on the recommendation of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Our Department is independent of the public service which effectively means we are all responsible to the Clerk and the Speaker .The Parliamentary Librarians are directly responsible to the Deputy Clerk.

Parliamentary Libraries

There are 2 Parliamentary Libraries - one houses the Samoan Collection and the other the International Collection. I am responsible for the International Collection which comprise of a variety of foreign Iegislation, serials, reference books, New Zealand hansard etc...

There is no Internet in either Library but Iast month, the Clerk approved the installation of the Internet for the Library housing the International Collection for members use only. This will be very helpful for me as I feel that we are out of without the Internet.

We had requested assistance from the CPA for a professionally trained Iibrarian to develop an effective system of indexing and cataloging for our Iibraries. One Juliet Scaife, Tasmanian Parliamentary Librarian visited us in April 2002 and made several recommendations one of which was to ''heavily weed'' the collections in both Iibraries and most importantly, installation of the Internet.

The task now being undertaken by some of our staff is weeding of both Iibraries including the Archives (part of Library one which houses the Samoan collection). It is hoped that once that process is completed, it will be easier to index as there will be more space on the shelves.

Currently we use the Dewey Decimal System (manual) to reference our books. However, we have since received one complete computer set and printer from AusAID and this should greatly assist us as we have also ordered the DBText Inmagic Programme which should greatly assist our indexing and the supplier promised that it should arrive by the end of September.

CONCLUSION

Although, we are not digitalized yet, I feel that we are moving towards the right direction with the approval of the installation of the Internet and the ordering of the DBText programme. I hope that training will be provided once these new things are installed 50 that Members of Parliament and staff can access the information they require. It will also provide the very important email service.

I feel that the main topics on the agenda for this conference are not very applicable to our Iibrary but I hope that by Iistening to the presentations this week, I will gain an invaluable insight into the roles of your Iibraries in enhancing democracy in the digital age.

Soifua.

