National Assembly Digital Library of Korea 

I. Introduction

The National Digital Library is a system is that developed for servicing the information that is needed study, research legislative activities from everywhere using the internet. The National Assembly Digital Library provides catalog, index, abstract and full text information. 

II. National Digital Library Project 

Background :

In 1997 National Assembly Library proposed “National Digital Library Project” and 6 major libraries and institutes had been participating in it. It has three main purposes: enlargement of national information capacity by linking with domestic major libraries, promotion of balanced regional development, and establishment of an information distribution system connecting nationwide libraries. The NDL(National Digital Library) intends to improve national competitiveness in the knowledge-information society by providing needed information for the general public as well as some researchers through online with national information sharing system in the digital library. 

Main features

a. Providing a search function based on full text 
· Providing a specialized search service based on the full text by allowing search for searching conditions only when full text exists in integrated search 
b. Providing meta search function in addition to z39.50 protocol

-  Providing integrated search service by meta search, when the data provided by web service but by Z39.50 service are more frequently used in a participating organization of the national digital library
c. National digital library image viewer
· For a full text of the organization in which full text service is being made by standard document form (TIFF, PDF) and standard method, the image viewer of the national digital library for viewing the full text is provided without setting up an extra viewer
Expected effect
a. Information service to the public

· Service enhancement for the public with system stabilization and performance improvement of the national digital library
· Reduction in the publics' information procurement cost and effort by supporting a quick and convincible full text information service
b. Enhancement of national competitiveness 

· Budget reduction by reusing the existing digital library system and removing inefficiency from national data construction and database operation
· Enhancement of efficiency and economy by minimizing repeated construction of national data (full text, contents, excerpts, etc.)
· Prevention of repeated investment by improving an information sharing system between libraries
· Contribution to the earlier establishment of the knowledge-information society by establishing consistent and stabilized service and management system about the national data
III. National Assembly Digital Library 
Digitalization 
National Assembly Library has been actively participating in the National Digital Library Project in Korea since 1997. This project became the basis of national Assembly Digital Library. The National Digital Library Project was a plan to make databases coordinated among various institutes and the National Assembly Library was to lead the digitalizing the social sciences and humanities materials. With this basic plan and the aid of the government policy to reduce the unemployment rate, the Library was able to implement two consecutive projects to digitalize tremendous amount of materials. Government funded for using the unemployed college graduates after the IMF Crisis, the Library was able to digitalize 16 million pages of full text government publications, academic journals, social science theses, etc. as of 1999. This year, our Library has embarked on the project with the goal of digitalizing over 8.6 million pages.       Currently, the Library offers online, through its web site (http://www.nanet.go.kr), more than 3 million items of bibliographical information and 33 million pages of full-text materials.  The digitalization materials that do not infringe on the copyright law can be accessed on Digital Library through our homepage.
Transmission of digitalization materials

The copyright law prohibited the library from digitalization of the library materials and transmission. In the late 1999 the law was revised. The new copyright law allows a library not to get the permission of an author when the library intends to copy works, for example, book with a digital form and transmit the copy for a perusal by an user in the library or another libraries. The new copyright law makes it possible for users throughout country to access the digitalization materials without making a visit to the National Assembly Library. Through the Digital Library and the new copyright law, it is possible to access the digitalization materials at the universities and the public libraries. The National Assembly Library agreed with most leading public libraries and those at public and educational organizations to mutual exchange of academic information through the internet. Agreements between our Library and other institutions have allowed the sharing of the digitalization materials thereby preventing digitalization of the same materials between the institutions. All these measures contribute to improving the Library by helping us to provide public users with more accurate and up-to-date information.
Currently, the latest development in the National Assembly Library is the Digital Library. Digital Library will play a major role in the knowledge-information society. Therefore, we will continue to improve the Digital Library. 
We will continue to update and expand on our databases in the social sciences and the humanities for the public use. Through this project, we will continue to strive for the further digitalization of our Library. 
