Speech by Mr. R.C. Ahuja, President of the Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia and the Pacific (APLAP) at the Closing Ceremony of the Seventh Biennial APLAP Conference, Ankara, 12 September, 2002.

Respected Director of the Turkish Grand National Assembly Library and Documentation Centre, Mr. Ali Riza Cihan, Distinguished Delegates, Distinguished Colleagues from the Turkish Grand National Assembly Library and Documentation Centre, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have now come to the end of the Conference.  It is the time to briefly review what we have done and also to say thank you to the hosts. 
Friends, the Conference witnessed highly scholarly and informative deliberations on the theme “The Role of Parliamentary Libraries in Enhancing Democracy in the Digital Age.”  During the sessions, we have had interactive discussions on various aspects of the theme, the state of digitalization in the individual parliamentary libraries, various issues involved in formulating Digital Information Policy and the impact of digitalization on democracy. The collective deliberations of the Conference lead us to the conclusion that democratic institutions, norms and practices get strengthened by application of technology in information management.
The deliberations during the Conference were rewarding in more ways than one.  The theme of the Conference was the first of its kind insofar as APLAP is concerned. It was a unique event not just 
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because it was the first opportunity for us to address in a regional context issues and challenges facing us with regard to digitalized information, but also because it allowed us to appreciate the importance of developing cooperative mindsets.  For us, it was also an important occasion to share our experiences, compare our strengths and weaknesses and also to consolidate efforts towards enforcing regional and international sharing of resources.
Apart from highlighting the progress made in the digitalization of the conventional form of information management in our national parliamentary libraries, our deliberations also focussed on the impact of digitalization process on democratic governance and helped us understand our contribution in ensuring interaction between the Parliament and the People.  The Conference was instrumental in providing a conceptual framework to evolve requisite strategies to combat potential bottlenecks in digitalisation of information.
Friends, I am sure, the lessons learnt during the Conference will equip us to respond to the complexity of technical challenges in the way of making parliamentary libraries compatible to requirements of information management and delivery in the digital era. The deliberations will also make us aware of the fact that by providing information and resources necessary for free and unrestricted dialogue
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on all issues of concern to the legislators and the people, we in a way facilitate preservance  of intellectual freedom and make our humble contribution to the successful operation of parliamentary democracy. 
We express our deep gratitude to the Honorable Speaker of Turkey, Mr. Omer Izgi, the Turkish Grand National Assembly and the people of Turkey for so graciously hosting the 7th APLAP Conference.   We are also grateful to the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker, Secretary-General and other dignitaries of the Turkish Grand National Assembly for the generous hospitality extended to us.
Dear delegates, but for your cooperation, understanding and meaningful participation, it would not have been possible to organize and conduct the proceedings in a smooth manner. I convey my congratulations to all of you for touching upon, during the proceedings, in a scholarly manner, the various sensitive facets of the role of parliamentary librarians in the digital age.  The conclusions reached at during the deliberations would certainly be very useful in understanding our duties and also the expectations from us. 

I also express our gratitude to the members of the Organizing Committee for extending exceptional hospitality to the delegates and maintaining extremely high standards of arrangements for various events of the Conference.  The delegates are overwhelmed by the
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warm hospitality and graciousness of the Turkish people.  We hope to further strengthen the cordial relationship established amongst us during the Conference. 
I would especially like to thank the respected Director, Mr. Ali Riza Cihan, for his tireless efforts in making this Conference a success. The Officers and staff of the Turkish Grand National Assembly Library and Documentation Centre also deserve wholehearted praise for working with tremendous dedication. 
Before I conclude, I would like to invite all of you for the next APLAP Conference in India in 2004.
Thank you.

